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Our Opinion

US Tariffs are a Real Threat to Industries and Workers

Last April, in a surprise move,
the US administration announced
the imposition of 20% tariffs on
Jordanian exports to the United
States as part of a “reciprocal
tariffs” policy aimed, according
to the US decision, at protecting
US industry and boosting customs
revenues.

This decision caused widespread
concern in Jordanian economic
circles, especially in textile and
clothing industry, which is one of
Jordan’s leading export sectors to
the United States. Initial estimates
indicate that this decision could
lead to a decline in Jordan’s
exports to the US by between
20% and 30% that may cause a
direct loss of between 10,000 and
15,000 jobs, with a significant
impact on women workers, who
represent more than 75% of the
workforce in this sector.

In light of this challenge, the
government intervened urgently
to negotiate with the US
administration with the aim of
reducing these tariffs. Indeed, an
agreement was reached to reduce
the tariff rate to 15% instead of
20%, which is a positive step
towards mitigating potential
damage to the industrial sector.

However, the challenge
remains. If the 15% customs
duties continue to be imposed,
this could lead to reduction in
Jordanian exports to the US,
which would have a negative
impact on the national economy.
Therefore, experts recommend
opening formal dialogue with
the United States to reconsider
the decision, especially in light
of the large financial surpluses
that American companies achieve

from their work with Jordanian
companies, and implementation
of the US-Jordan free trade
agreement signed in 2000,
under which Jordan was granted
preferential status.

It is well known that the textile
and clothing sector is one of
the vital sectors that contributes
significantly to the gross
domestic product and provides
employment opportunities for
thousands of national and migrant
workers. Reports indicate that
this sector accounts for about
79% of Jordan’s total exports to
the United States.

The final version of the US
decision will affect the industrial
zones, which are home to many
factories that rely heavily on
exports to the United States. With
the imposition of such tariffs, these
factories may face significant
challenges in maintaining their
competitiveness, which could
lead to reduced production or
even closure of some facilities.

To deal with repercussions of
these tariffs, several measures can
be taken, including diversifying
export markets by seeking to
open new markets to reduce
dependence on the US market,
improve quality of products,

adopt innovation and modern

technologies to increase

competitiveness.

Overall, the challenges created
by US tariffs on Jordanian exports
highlight the importance of
coordination between the public
and private sectors in addressing
economic crises through adoption
and implementation of well-
coordinated effective strategies.
The Jordanian industrial sector
is capable to overcome this crisis
and return to a path of growth and
development.

Many factories had started
work in Jordan specifically to
take advantage of the US-Jordan
free trade agreement, which has
helped create thousands of jobs
for Jordanians and migrants
alike, and supported the national
economy by increasing exports
and attracting investment.
However, the imposition of US
tariffs could change this equation,
as exports will become less
profitable, which may prompt
some of these factories to shut
down production lines or move
to other countries, thereby laying
off workers, both national and
migrants, which will directly
affect the income and stability of
thousands of families.




With the Participation of JTGCU, a Dialogue Session
was Conducted to Promote Inclusion of Persons with
Disability in the Textile Sector

JTGCU, represented by Vice
President Khaled Al Emrani,
participated in a dialogue session
organized by the Higher Council
for the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (HCD) in partnership
with the International Labour
Organization (ILO), entitled:
‘Promoting the inclusion of
persons with disabilities in the
textile industry in Jordan’.

President of the Trade Unions
Federation,KhalidAl-Fanatsa,and
representatives of international
and national organizations
and civil society institutions
attended the session that aimed to
exchange experiences and review
international best practices to
promote inclusion and justice at

the workplace.

In his intervention, the Union
Vice President reaffirmed
the JTGCU’s commitment to
ensuring the right of persons
with disabilities to decent work.
He highlighted the JTGCU’s
ongoing efforts to include the
rights of persons with disabilities
in collective agreements and
encourage their integration in
factories. He also noted, that
according to a recent study by the
Phoenix Center, there has been no
increase in the number of workers
with disabilities in the factories
since 2022.

The session witnessed the
launch of a specialized study

prepared by the Phoenix Center
as part of the ‘Better Work
Jordan’ program implemented in
partnership with ILO and IFC.
The study addressed the status
of male and female workers with
disability in the Jordanian textile
sector and the challenges facing
the expansion of opportunities for
their integration into the labour
market.

The session aimed to develop
more inclusive and equitable
work environment, enhance
competitiveness of the sector
through integration of persons
with disability, and adopt effective
tools and strategies to achieve
empowerment and social justice
within factories.
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Need to Know

It is necessary to know systems, and adequate sanitary that workers’ accommodation
that providing worker with facilities, is essential and is an integral part of the
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merely a legal obligation. of their responsibility and safer and better equipped the
On the contrary, it is a direct keenness to protect workers, accommodation is, the more
investment element for the which is the basis of every stable the workers will be,
success of the establishment, achievement. both mentally and physically,
whether it is a large or a small The concern for workers’ which in return will reflect on
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’ reputation within society and provide decent accommodation

Therefore, provision of with regulatory authorities. for workers, and call on other
safety conditiqns in workers’ The General Trade Union factorieg to give this aspect the
accqmmodatlon, such a8 e Workers in Garment and tmost importance and never
el emerieney 1% Cloing TTGEU ke PO

human dignity is indivisible and




JTGCU and FES have Conducted a Number of Workshops to Promote

The JTGCU, in cooperation with
the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES),
has organized several specialized
workshops for Jordanian workers in
governorates of Aqgaba, Tafila, Karak
and the industrial zones of Dulail,
Tajamu’at/ Sahab and El-Hasan in
Irbid, over two days at each location.
Workshops aimed to raise workers’
awareness of their union and labour
rights and introduce them to the
sectoral agreements signed by the
Union and social partners that include
important benefits and privileges for
workers.

Twenty-five workers from various
factories in Agaba attended the
workshop held in the governorate of
Agqaba, which was inaugurated by
Union Vice President, Khaled Al-
Emrani. Representing the Union, Mr.
Arshad Ali Khan, the union general
coordinator, and Ms. Ahlam Abu
Zayed, the Union representative in
the governorate, also attended. The
workshop trainer was Eng. Basil Al-
Haroun. Additionally, FES Resident
Representative in Jordan and Iraq,
Mr. Sven Schwersensky attended
the workshop and highlighted the
importance of continued cooperation
to strengthen workers’ union rights.

Al Emrani pointed out that the
Union is constantly working to
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enhance workers’ knowledge of
their rights and duties in work and
production environment, stressing
the importance of activating the
role of Union committees, whether
of Jordanian or migrant workers, to
increase communication between
workers and company management
and between workers and the Union.
He also highlighted the sectoral
agreements signed by the Union,
which included 10 JDs increase in
workers’ wages after exempting the
textile sector from the government’s
recent decision to raise the minimum
wage.

Additionally, The Union organized
a workshop at Tajamu’at Industrial
Zone/ Sahab on workers’ rights in
labour law and the sectoral agreements
signed by the Union with social
partners, which included benefits
for workers. The workshop was
organized by Union representative in
the industrial zone, Iman Nasrallah.

A similar workshop was organized
in Dulail JTGCU office attended by
25 workers, under the supervision
of colleagues Sana Abu Namous
and Arshad Khan. The trainer Basil
Al-Haroun addressed issues relating
to Jordanian labour law in terms of
rights and duties. He presented a
snapshot of workers’ interaction at
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the workplace. He also highlighted
sectoral agreements and additional
workers’ benefits that have been
obtained.

At the workshop held in Irbid El-
Hassan Industrial zone, attended
by 21 workers, the trainer Basil Al-
Haroun provided practical training
focusing on Union’s role in defending
workers’ rights and the importance
of union membership. In addition, he
reviewed sectoral agreements signed
with social partners and the JTGCU’s
role in raising the minimum wage,
and the discounts that the JTGCU has
negotiated with various entities, such
as Medlab laboratories, which offer
a 30% discount to workers and their
families. This workshop was organized
by colleagues Ahlam Al-Tirawi and
Rawan Al-Ghazawi. Similarly, the
JTGCU organized two workshops in
Tafila and Karak by colleagues Dina
Abu Qadiri and Manal Al-Rawashdeh.

These specialized workshops aim
to raise union awareness among
workers, ensure better work and
production environment, enhance
communication between workers,
company management and the
JTGCU, and strengthen the role of
JTGCU committees in effectively
following up on workers’ issues and
resolving problems.

roedlpwdy |
,e.‘al)o.rdl alll ai5 -




