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OECD Forum brings together trade unions, brands and manufacturers

The General Trade Union of
Workers in Textile & Clothing
Industries participated through
Union Vice-President, Mr. Khaled
Emrani, and Union Secretary,
Mrs. Jamila Lafi, in OECD Forum
held in Paris, under the title of
Due Diligence Guidelines on
Responsible Supply Chains in
the textile, apparel, leather and
footwear industries.

The Forum was inaugurated by
OECD Deputy Director General,
Mr. Antonio Gomez. The first
session focused on partnership
agreements signed by companies
and trade unions to identify and
tackle risks faced by workers,
as well as human rights within
supply chains. Representatives of
brands’ owners, manufacturers,
trade unions and government
officials participated in the
session.

A session was dedicated to
discuss updates occurred in the
world recently. In addition, two
parallel sessions were held on
supply chains in the Middle East,
North Africa and Turkey as well
as launch of a capacity building
program in the garment sector.
Representatives from Jordan
and Tunis, Egypt, Morocco and
Turkey attended the session.

On the sidelines of the Forum,
a private breakout session was

held chaired by US Department
of State representative; Special
Envoy for International Labor
Affairs Ms. Kelly Fay Rodriguez,
attended by General Secretary
of the IndustriAll Global Union,
Atle Hgie, the regional secretary
for MENA region Mr. Ahmad
Kamel, Jordan Union Vice
President Mr. Khaled Emrani and
Union Secretary Ms. Jamila Lafi,
Morocco Union President Mr.
Alarabi Hmok, and Tunisian Union
President Alhabib Alhuzami.

Arabtrade unionrepresentatives
briefed sector situations
in their countries and role of
unions in defending workers’
rights, collective bargaining
and agreements as well as
challenges of enforcement. Mr.
Emrani referred to the decrease

of work orders by US brands to
manufacturers in Jordan that
leads to termination of workers’
contracts, reduction of job
opportunities and employment
which reflects on national
economy and decline of added
value. He further stressed the
importance of new instructions
issued by US administration in
Nov. 2023 to all of its offices
around the world to support
freedom of association and urged
brands to care of workers and
workers welfare.

Additionally, Arab trade unions’
representatives called for the US
Administration to stop support
the Zionism occupation state and
end its brutal actions in Gaza
in particular and Palestine in
general.

[ IndustriAll Global Union calls for a just solution to the Palestinian Cause

~

General Secretary of the IndustriAll Global
Union, Atle Hgie, urged global trade unions to
circulate the Executive Committee resolution
adopted on 29 November 2023 calling for a
just, lasting and peaceful solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. IndustriAll Global Union
resolution calls to join the call and contact
governments to participate in the ILO’s funding
appeal to address painful repercussions of the
ongoing conflict in occupied Palestinian territory

on the Palestinian labour market.

ILO launched an appeal for support of a US
20 million fundraising program it has developed
to respond to the impact of the current conflict.
It is a three-phase program that aims to provide
immediate relief and long-term assistance to
mitigate impact of the crisis on hundreds of
thousands of affected Palestinian workers and
employers.




After stumbling, Problem of Aseel Company workers have
been solved with assistance of all production partners

In cooperation with Ministry of Labor
and Association of Clothes Exporters,
and with presence of representatives of
BWJ, embassies of Bangladesh, India
and Sri Lanka, and representatives
of Classic Company and GlII brand,
the General Union of Textile, Apparel
and Cloths industry workers had
supervised distribution of overdue
dues to workers of the stumbled Aseel
Company. In addition, all Jordanian
and migrant workers had received
their salaries. Air tickets and social
security entitlements were secured
for migrant workers. Meanwhile, the
Union coordinator, Mr. Arshad Ali, and
Board member Mrs. Iman Nasrallah
arranged escorting migrant workers to
the airport for deportation.

Union President Mr. Fathalla Al-
Omrani stated that Aseel Company,
which produces and exports
ready-made garments and clothes
to the US, had stumbled during
the past months, which led to the
accumulation of workers’ dues and
the company’s suspension of work.
The Union immediately addressed
Ministry of Labor to take measures
that ensure preservation of workers’
dues. Several meetings were held with
MOL Secretary General Mr. Farouk
Hadidi and other officials. The Union
stressed the importance of protecting
workers’ rights and exempting workers
from accumulated fines to facilitate
their departure. MOL addressed
Ministry of Interior, which by its turn
have addressed the Ministers’ Council
whom approved and decided to
exempt workers from payment of fines.

Union President added that during
the past months the Union and MOL
had identified names of workers of
all nationalities as well as Jordanian
workers. Following communication
with all related parties, especially the
Association of Cloths Exporters, the
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Brand owner that used to deal with the
company prior to its work suspension
took a decision to pay late dues to
workers of the company, as part of
its contribution to solve the problem,
whereas the Exporters’ Association, in
cooperation with Member Employers
provided travel tickets for workers. The
Union provided buses to take workers
to the airport. The whole process lasted
three successive weeks depending on
flight schedules and reservations.

Al-Omrani said that the process
of delivering workers’ dues was
completed successfully. He noted that
what happened with Aseel Company,
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which stumbled and suspended
payment of workers’ dues and
salaries, may happen with other
sector company if no quick measures
are taken along with follow-up. He
noted that MOL acts in the capacity of
judicial police that is authorized by law
to implement articles of the law and
remedy any future defect.

He further valued roles of Ministries
of Labor and Interior, the Association of
Clothes Exporters and Brand owners
in solving this problem that concerned
1,326 male and female workers to
include 347 Jordan workers.
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